BANAIYAN TO THE SEA

But in his heart he means nothing of the kind. He has
a genuine attachment for her which he knows is not
reciprocated. And so when she stumbles, it is more likely
to be:

'Hai! thy deliverance,'

'Hai! Allah deliver thee'from evil/

Even when he has tramped for miles in pursuit of his
straying camel, he approaches her with the words:

'Hai! God bless thee/ or

*Ya hat tftsh julana - greeting her by name.1

Fresh marks of camels identified with the Manasir tribe
induced us to press on, for Hamad, the Murri, was in no
mood to meet them.

A few distant grazing camels against the sky caused
alarmist exchanges among my party. Talib, who was
persona grata with local Manasir, rode ahead to spy out the
land and conceal the constitution of our party if necessary,
while we made a detour to avoid them,

'There is one thing I want from you when we arrive,
Sahib/ said Sahail.

What is that ?'

'Tobacco/

'But this is the Fast of Ramadhan/

'Tobacco is the one thing I cannot do without, Sahib.
I fast from everything but tobacco/

'But is it not a sin?'

'By God it is, but what shall a man do? - and it is only this
Ramadhan, in no previous year have I drunk tobacco/

Formalists would doubtless hold that Sahail had broken
the fast by smoking, so that there was no virtue in the rest

1 The Murra welcome of a stranger is, 'marhaba wa mas>'hald>\ the
Manasir, 'marhab-kum*
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